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ABSTRACT

The role of the Arabic language in the adequate reception of the
message of Islam is indispensable. Allah mentions in many places in
the Quran that the Qur’an is in the Arabic language, revealed to
the Messenger () in the language of his people that they may
comprehend it. For any Muslim to know Allah the Almighty and
appreciate His powers and attributes, and consequently have faith
with certainty, he or she must attain knowledge of the Arabic
language which correctly conveys the intended meanings of the
message from the Lord to His servants. Although excellent
translation works are available that aid non-Arabs to establish a
contact point with the Quran, the impact of receiving Allah’s
message in its original language far exceeds what translation works
can provide. The Arabic language is broad, rich and eloquent in a
manner that causes it to excel over all other languages. It is for this
reason that many scholars in the past and present consider learning
the Arabic language an individual obligation. Every Muslim is
required to know the language of the Qur'an as much as he needs
to discharge his obligations as a Muslim. Many Muslims today read
the Qur’an daily but have little time to read translations or an in-
depth explanation of the Qur’an. Thus, the reading is usually for the
purpose of receiving blessings and the chances of receiving the
Message of Allah and implementing the same, are lost in the
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process. This research uses the qualitative approach and is
exploratory in nature, as it analyzes texts from the Qur’an and
Ahadith, including classical texts, to shed light on the importance of
teaching Muslims the Arabic language. The results are discussed
thematically to highlight the need for Muslims to learn the language
of the Qur’an in order to secure their beliefs and have certainty of
faith.

Keywords: Arabic Language, Aqgidah, Wajib, Quran, and Ahadith.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Arabic is the language chosen by Allah, the Lord of the worlds,
for communicating His message (Al-Quran and As-Sunnah) to
His servants, so that they may worship Him alone. It is the
language of the Prophet (¥) and his people.
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Alif, Lam, Ra. These are the verses of the clear Book. Indeed, we
have sent it down as an Arabic Quran that you might
understand.

It is therefore impossible to understand the message of Allah
without knowledge of the Arabic language. Its knowledge is key
to the protection of the believer’s faith from misguidance that
would otherwise be obscure to the Muslim mind. Arabic is not
only the language of the Quran but also the language of
worship since Muslims must perform prayers (Salawat) and
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remembrances (Adhkar) in the words taught by the Messenger
of Allah (2). The Messenger of Allah (%) has ordered in a hadith:
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Narrated Malik bin Al-Huwayrith - may Allah be pleased with
him: Allah's Messenger (¥) said: "Pray as you have seen me
praying."

The prayer was ordained for the purpose of remembrance of
Allah as Allah says:
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Indeed, | am Allah. There is no deity except Me, so worship Me
and establish prayer for My remembrance.

This recalls the need to understand what is being said in prayers
in order to have the required concentration. For this reason,
many scholars of the past and present have stated that learning
the Arabic language is an individual obligation, at least to the
level that it aids the individual in fulfilling his obligations of
worship. It is noteworthy here that presence of mind is vital to
every act of worship, and that is why understanding the words
one recites during worship becomes necessary. Consequently,
Allah forbids the one who is unaware of what he says, from
performing the prayers. Allah says:
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O you who have believed, do not approach prayer while you are
intoxicated until you know what you are saying...

[73]



Journal of Integrated Sciences ?E iourmalof
Volume 4, Issue 1, December 2023 Sciences
ISSN: 2806-4801

The reason for revelation indicates abstaining from worship in
a drunken state. It consequently implies mindfulness is vital in
prayers (Salawat). As emphasized in verse Q20:14 earlier
mentioned.
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Uthman b. ‘Affan reported Allah’s Messenger (¥) as saying,
“Whoever dies knowing that there is no god worthy pf worship
but Allah will enter Paradise.

The Shahadah should be accompanied by the knowledge of
what is being said so that it can be put into practice. Imam ash-
ShafiT stated, that “it is upon every Muslim to learn from the
Arabic language whatever is within his reach [which] he strives
for until he bears witness by that there is no god worthy of
worship except Allah, and that Muhammad is His slave and
Messenger. And he mentions the remembrances in it [Arabic].
He is expected to make Takbir, Tasbih, Tashahhud and the likes
[init].”

Having knowledge of Allah as the only deity implies consciously
worshipping Him. To do that, the knowledge of who Allah is, His
abilities and powers should be known to the individual. This
leads to belief with certainty. Allah Himself commands
knowledge first before worship:
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So know, [O Muhammad], that there is no deity except Allah
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Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said, “There is nothing He grants
them (His servants) in the worldly life greater than belief in
Him".

This research explores the dangers of not understanding Arabic,
the language of the Qur'an as it relates to the Aqgidah of the
Muslim, due to a poor reception of the message of Islam. When
matters of Agidah are not clearly understood, the certainty of
faith may be at risk. The heart may then become disturbed by
doubt and obscurity.

Definition of Terms

Arabic Language: The Arabic language discussed in this paper
refers to the Arabic of the Quran and the Sunnah. The Arabic
that was understood in the time of the Messenger of Allah (%)
was the medium by which people communicated at that time. It
is today referred to as classical Arabic.

Agqidah in the language of Arabic is to unite something, coming
from the word ‘Aqd, Ta‘aqud to knot something. It is usually
used interchangeably with Tawhid. Tawhid also means to unify
something (Wahhadah). With regards to Allah, it is to single out
Allah with regards to what is exclusively His. This relates to His
Lordship (Rubdbiyyah), His Names and Attributes, and Worship
(Ubaddiyyah). Hence, Aqidah requires all of these as well as the
abstinence from its opposite which is Shirk. Aqgidah is therefore,
the belief that is not tainted by doubts, or suspicion. Therefore,
it includes faith and Tawhid for the purpose of this paper.

Wajib: That which is obligatory, doing it brings reward and
abandoning it makes one sinful.
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2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The Arabic language has a vast lexicon with regard to the range
of human feelings, emotions, thoughts and expressions. The
importance of the Arabic language in connecting the servants
of Allah to their Creator is well established by the fact that the
Quran is Arabic and the Prophet (%) and his people, who were
the first to receive the Message were Arabs. The use of Arabic
language [for worship] is required of a Muslim no matter what
His native tongue is. Salah is the connection between a servant
and His Lord, which is the essence of Aqgidah itself. If a Muslim
does not learn Arabic, he would most likely be worshipping
without concentrating on the prayer since he does not
understand what he communicates with His Lord. Therefore,
the chances of reflecting on the words of Allah are minimal.
Arabic is the language of our religion [Islam]. Scholars agreed
that comprehending the Quran correctly would require
understanding Arabic as it was understood at the time of the
revelation of the Qur'an. Arabic language is the emblem of
Islamic civilization.

Many Muslim nations had Arabic as their lingua franca until
colonization took place and Muslims had to juggle
English/French with Arabic. This situation has had a
consequential effect on the faith of the Muslims. Thus,
deficiency in the Arabic language and its sciences has led to
misguidance of seekers of jurisprudence, from the right path.
Aliyu N. declares that “a decline in religious knowledge in
Northern Nigeria is characterized by crude recitation and
memorization of the Qur'an without necessarily understanding
the meaning of what has been memorized, due to the ignorance
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of Arabic language”. Qari A.H. states that Aqidah is sometimes
translated as religion, faith, Sharrah, or Sunnah [from the
perspective of opposing innovations], as the greater
jurisprudence and as Oneness of Allah [Tawhid] or a collection
of all. Faith that is devoid of doubts nor is it shaken by suspicion,
because its foundation is knowledge. Usman |. questions the
possibility of comprehending the commandments as well as the
prohibitions of Allah if Arabic is not learned. Mohammad N. et
al, concedes that Muslims in general and Arabs have for long
believed that the Arabic language is a God-given language that
is unique in majesty, beauty, expression of thoughts and most
importantly eloquent. Indeed, the Arabic language is the
clearest and plainest of languages in expression and is more
comprehensive as well because it gathers categories of
explanations. It is perhaps the reason why Allah chose it as the
language of the Last Book revealed, guarding the whole Book.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research takes a qualitative approach. It takes insights into
verses of the Quran and Ahadith and how a Muslim is expected
to interact with them. Discussions will be deepened by drawing
into real-life experiences in order to explore the impact of the
Arabic language on the lives of the believers. Therefore, most
of the data collected was textual as well as anecdotal. Kothari
asserts that qualitative research deals with human behavioral
sciences aimed at unfolding the reasons behind certain
behaviors. This kind of research is subject to the researcher’s
insights and impressions. It would be applied because it seeks
solutions to existing problems of misunderstanding the religion
as well as the inability to attain certainty of belief due to the
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ineffective reception of the message of Islam, which could be a
consequence of ignorance of the language of the Quran and
the Sunnah.

According to Wotkyns “qualitative research sees the reality
from the participants' view”. Qualitative research commonly
employs the use of terms like dependability, transferability,
credibility, findings, results, approval, and meanings. Following
the research design adopted for this study, it is hoped that the
research will provide reliable data, credible enough for decision-
making and replication. Fossey, et al. stated that qualitative
research aims to bring about an understanding of human
behavior as it relates to the world around it. The quality of
research depends on its interpretation of data. Golafshani
qguotes Lincoln and Guba who stated that qualitative research is
judged by its dependability. For this purpose, opinions of
scholars of classical works would be drawn on. On the other
hand, Patton argues that qualitative research would be reliable
on the grounds that it is valid. The validity of this research will
be proven by the cases it shall study because they are real-life
events that took place in the past or recent times.

4. ANALYSIS

The Qur'an was revealed to Allah’s Messenger () in Arabic as
a guidance to those who believe. The most important concept
of all that the Messenger of Allah (¥) called to is the very
purpose of man’s creation, to worship Allah alone. All3h says:

(271) s V) Gl Gl A2 e

And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.
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Therefore, the whole essence of coming to this life is for faith
reasons. The exception made in the verse shows that the
creation of man is exclusively for the purpose of worship,
highlights the importance of faith in the life of man. In an
authentic hadtth, the Messenger of Allah (#) defines faith:
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Inform me about Iman (faith)." He (the Prophet (¥)) answered,

"It is that you believe in Allah and His angels and His Books and

His Messengers and in the Last Day, and in fate (gadar), both in
its good and in its evil aspects.”
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The six articles of faith begin with belief in Allah the Almighty.
Allah teaches us about Himself and how He should be
worshipped. Allah says:
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Worship Allah and associate nothing with Him

For man to achieve worship correctly, Allah informs the

believers about Himself in many verses of the Quran.
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Say, [O Muhammad], "O mankind, indeed | am the Messenger

of Allah to you all, [from Him] to whom belongs the dominion
of the heavens and the earth. There is no deity except Him; He
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gives life and causes death." So, believe in Allah and His
Messenger, the unlettered prophet, who believes in Allah and
His words, and follow him that you may be guided.

Shaykh Al-Uthaymin commented on the above verse, “The
obligation on the servant concerning his religion is following
what Allah says and what His Messenger Muhammad (%) says,
as well as the Rightly-Guided Successors after him from the
Companions, and those who followed them in righteousness.”

For learning purposes, the Scholars have divided Tawhid into
three in separable parts:

Ar-Rubibiyyah: Allah’s Lordship of the whole worlds.
Everything in the heavens and the earth belong to Him and are
subservient to His orders.
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And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever
is on the earth. And sufficient is Allah as Disposer of affairs.
V) Geallall L b 223
[All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds -

Al-AlGst commented on this verse:

It is as if Allah is saying: O my servants, if you were to praise,
and venerate for the perfection of essence and attributes, then
indeed | am Allah. And if you were to praise for perfection in
kindness, nurturing and provision, then | am the Lord of the
worlds.
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Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, and He is over all
things competent.
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Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is
exalting Allah, the Sovereign, the Pure, the Exalted in Might, the
Wise.

However, the mere acknowledgement of Allah’s Lordship of His
creation is not sufficient. This is why the divisions of the Tawhid
are actually inseparable. Allah states,
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If you asked them, "Who created the heavens and earth and
subjected the sun and the moon?" they would surely say,
"Allah." Then how are they deluded?

Every human being seems to acknowledge Allah’s Lordship and
only a few would deny this even among the disbelievers. In
recent times, perhaps the easiest example is those atheists who
totally deny the existence of Allah. Allah mentions the fact that
this knowledge of Allah is the Lord is inbuilt and in fact
acknowledged by even the disbelievers. Allah says,
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And they rejected them, while their [inner] selves were
convinced thereof, out of injustice and haughtiness. So, see how
the end of the corrupters was.

Sheikh Al-Uthaymin commented on the above verse,
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Only very few stubborn human beings have denied this kind of
Tawhid. Although they deny it in appearance, they inwardly
acknowledge it.

Asma’ Was-Sifat: Allah has Names and Attributes that are
unique to Him in their meanings and degrees even if they may
be similar to those of His creation in names. His Names and
Attributes help the believer to know his Lord and call upon Him
accordingly.
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And to Allah belong the best Names, so invoke Him by them.
And leave [the company of] those who practice deviation
concerning His Names. They will be recompensed for what they
have been doing.

Al-Qurtubrt said: Allah called His names Husna because they are
beautiful to hearing and to the heart. They point to His unity,
His generosity, His presence, His mercy and His superiority.

Allah gives a clear description of Himself:
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Say, "He is Allah, [who is] One, Allah, the Eternal Refuge. He
neither begets nor is born, nor is there to Him any equivalent.”

This Sdrah has the best description of Allah in a remarkably
simple and clear language. It contains Names and Attributes of
Allah. Consequently, only the one that suits this description
deserves to be worshipped. A narration from the Messenger of
Allah (%) says:
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Abu Hurayrah - may Allah be pleased with him - reported: The
Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "Sarat lkhlas is equivalent to one-
third of the Quran."

Ibn Jawzi commented on this hadith,

It is said that it [SGrat ul Ikhlas] is so for the one that recites it,
in terms of the rewards he earns for reciting it. It is also said that
it is due to what it contains of meanings and sciences. And that
is because the science of the Quran is divided into three:
Tawhid, stories, and laws. And this Sarah contains Tawhid and
makes it a third. And this is clear.

Allah describes Himself as Ahad, which implies that Allah is One
and Alone. Though the word translates to one, it also indicates
the fact that He is Alone in His essence and actions. Not
requiring any partner nor helper. Allah is As-Samad. Ibn Anbar
stated:

There is no difference among the scholars of Arabic language,
that As-Samad is the Master whom there is none above Him. To
whom people look forward to, for their needs, and their affairs.
And according to Abu-Hurayrah, He is not in need of any one
but everyone needs Him.

Sarat ul Fatihah for examples has mentioned a number of

Names and Attributes of Allah:

Ol o 35 a1y 50 GRS €YY Cpallall Syl 82201 1) s 51 a2 50 A oy

sgile Cuadl (pdll ol s (1) Al Lol piall Gahl (0) Gaeild SI0)5 Xiad SIG) (£)
09 Gl V5 pgle o stukall e

(83]



Journal of Integrated Sciences is iourmalof
Volume 4, Issue 1, December 2023 Sclences
ISSN: 2806-4801

The Sirah starts by mentioning Allah, with a name that indicates
He alone should be worshipped (). Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim
are both Names and Attributes of Allah. Both are on an
exaggerated pattern, that indicates how extremely merciful
Allah is.

Many Names and Attributes of Allah have appeared in the
Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah on the pattern of J=é which
points to continuity of the Attributes such as:
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Thus, the servant may ponder over the meaning of these
glorious names and benefit from them. For example, Prophet
Ibrahim makes du‘a to Allah saying,
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And [mention] when Abraham was raising the foundations of
the House and [with him] Ishmael, [saying], "Our Lord, accept
[this] from us. Indeed, You are the Hearing, the Knowing.

Verse two indicates all praise is for Allah who is the Lord of the
worlds. The one who understands these words and ponders
over them feels humble before Allah and realizes none deserves
that level of glorification and admiration but Him. Then the two
Names and Attributes are mentioned again. This reminds the
servant that Allah’s mercy is all-encompassing, enjoyed by all
and especially the believers. The Muslim that attains such
understanding and reflections while praying will naturally love
his Lord more and be more inclined towards His obedience. The
believer who understands the wordings of the Qur'an each time
he prays, his faith is reinforced.
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The Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful,
Al-AlGsT said;

[Itis as if Allah is saying] If it were for hope and your desires for
the future then, | am the Most Beneficent Most Merciful. And
if it were for your fears, then | am the King (Owner) of the
Judgment Day.

Sdrat ul Fatihah is read in every Rak’ah, which the Qur'an itself
refers to as the seven most repeated verses. The impact this
Sdrah can have on a person who recites or listens mindfully can
be great. However, the one who does not understand its
wordings may go through it without benefiting from it. Sarat ul
Fatihah summarizes for the believer who Allah is, and how He
should be sought. The Sdrah also gives a comprehensive
summary of what is expected of the believer (to worship Allah
alone and rely upon Him alone) and who the People of the Book
are, so that the Muslim makes sure that he/she does not make
mistakes similar to those of the People of the Book. The
language of the Qur'an is indeed rich, concise and clear. And
there are many names and attributes of Allah mentioned in the
Quran and the Sunnah.

Al-Ubuadiyyah: Worship is for Allah alone. Allah has ordered
man to worship Him alone without associating partners with
Him.

£37) 550 1 53 0 G5 DR 5 5 0 (5875 L B3 5 5h 0 B s

(85]



Journal of Integrated Sciences ?E iourmalof
Volume 4, Issue 1, December 2023 Sciences
ISSN: 2806-4801

That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which they call upon
other than Him is falsehood, and because Allah is the Most
High, the Grand.

The believers are also reminded in their daily prayers through
Sadrat ul Fatihah the fact that Allah alone should be worshipped
and He alone should be sought for help:

It is You we worship and You we ask for help.

Al-AlGsT stated that worship is the highest form of humility. It is
not permissible, neither in the Sharr’ah nor rationally to worship,
except Allah Most High. This is because He is the only one
deserving of it because He is the helper and supporter which is
of the greatest blessings of life and existence and all that
follows [of other blessings].

Qatadah stated that this verse contains Allah’s command to us
to worship Him and to seek His aid concerning all of our affairs.

The Messenger of Allah (£) said in a narration:
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Mu’adh bin Jabal - may Allah be pleased with him - reported:

| was riding pillion with the Prophet (¥) on a donkey. He (%) said,
"O Mu’adh, do you know what the right of Allah upon His slaves
is, and what is the right of His slaves upon Allah?" | said: "Allah
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and His Messenger know best". Upon this the Messenger of
Allah (£) said, "Allah's Right upon His slaves is that they should
worship Him Alone and associate nothing with Him; and His
slaves' right upon Him is that He should not punish who does
not associate a thing with Him." He (Mu’adh) added: | said to the
Messenger of Allah (#): "Shall | give the glad tidings to people?"
He (£) said, "Do not tell them this good news for they will
depend on it alone".

Since worship is the purpose of the creation of man and Jinn,
the fulfillment of that purpose attracts Allah’s mercy and
rewards, all of which cannot be achieved except by an
understanding of the Message of Allah to mankind [the Quran
and the Sunnah], which are all in clear Arabic language. Allah
further makes clear what is the opposite of Tawhid and gives
examples that catch the attention of the listening ear. Allah
says,
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O people, an example is presented, so listen to it. Indeed, those
you invoke besides Allah will never create [as much as] a fly,
even if they gathered together for that purpose. And if the fly
should steal away from them a [tiny] thing, they could not
recover it from him. Weak are the pursuer and pursued.

Allah mocks the idolaters for what they worship, their choices
are an insult to their own intelligences and a humiliation of
themselves since these objects of worship are not able to create
even a fly, neither are they able to help themselves if a creature
as small as a fly were to take something from them. How then,
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does their worship benefit them? Allah further criticizes their
thoughts of Him.

Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah stated, “Indeed worship implies
neediness of the one that helps and is deserving of being sought
for help and that is from the meanings of divinity (UlGhiyyah).
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They have not appraised Allah with true appraisal. Indeed, Allah
is Powerful and Exalted in Might.

At-Tabarani says:

It implies that those who worship others along with Allah do not
venerate or glorify Allah in worship as He should, by their
associating others with Him. They are not sincere to Him in
worship nor do they truly know Him. Like the saying, | do not
know about a person’s value whom people talk about Him is
less of His value while they [the speakers] actually intend to
honor him.

The last sentence of At-Tabarani is stunning and brings home
the fact that it is impossible to intend honor while belittling. And
consequently implies, that belittling an honorable person
indicates ignorance of the part of the doer. Had the idolaters
known the powers of Allah and how exalted He is as compared
to the weakness of what they worship, they would have seen
their own foolishness. The precision in Allah’s description of the
line of thoughts and self-humiliation of the idolaters is amazing.
Allah mentions,
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But they have taken besides Him gods which create nothing,
while they are created, and possess not for themselves any
harm or benefit and possess not [power to cause] death or life
or resurrection.

The above verse further talks about the weaknesses of the idols
worshipped which further exposes the ignorance of their
worshippers. If they are unable to create while they themselves
were created (sometimes by their worshippers) and these idols
have no powers to bring good nor avert evil then where lies
their reasoning of making them objects of worship? The
Messenger of Allah (2) explains this,
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Ibn 'Abbas - may Allah be pleased with them both - narrated,
‘One day | was riding behind the Prophet (¥) when he said, “O
lad, be mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be mindful of
Allah and you shall find Him with you. When you ask (for
anything), ask it from Allah, and if you seek help, seek help from
Allah.”

This Hadith actually deepens Tawhid of the individual where
Allah is sought and turned to in every situation while being
certain that Allah alone can fulfill our individual needs. The
translation does not completely evince the eloquence of the
Prophet’s (%) words, it only gave the meaning as an indication
that the consciousness of Allah attracts Allah's special care for
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His servant. The hadith also obliges the individual to have self-
respect and being free from the need of others. Thus, a total
reliance on Allah the Almighty.

Understanding Arabic Aids, the Correct Recitation and
Understanding of the Quran

The starting and stopping places in the Qur'an greatly influence
the meanings of the verses and affect the understanding as well
as the reflections on such verses. A person's Aqidah can be
tainted due to wrong recitations. Such principles of starting and
stopping (Wagf Wa Ibtidd’) can easily be taught if the individual
learns the Arabic language. Otherwise, he will have to contend
with the stopping signs in the Qur'an as guides to prevent
misreading and therefore changing the meaning of the Qur’an.

For example, the verse:
538 V) lealas ¥ o e b

And with Him are the keys of the Unseen; none knows them
except Him.

If the reciter stops on il Y il &iléa sie 5 then the meaning will
be affected. It would mean: “And with Him are the keys of the
Unseen; none knows them” The listener would assume that
Allah (Astaghfirullah) has no knowledge of the Unseen. This is a
serious matter that would affect Tawhid (Asma Was-Sifat). The
reciter who understands what he reads would be conscious of
the accuracy in the conveyance to the listening ear which is not
possible for the one that is ignorant of the Arabic language.
Similarly, a major error that affects the meaning of what is being
recited (Lahn Jaly in Tajwid) may change the meaning of what is
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being recited. If the reciter has knowledge of the Arabic
language, then he is more likely to safeguard his recitations
from error. For example:

228558 Ul 4k 3 158005
And remember when you were few and He increased you...

If the & in the word aS)aSB gets replaced with a u» the meaning
changes to:

And remember when you were few and He broke you... The
verse in that case would not be instilling reliance of the servant
upon Allah which is the exact opposite of what verse conveys.
Hence, the knowledge of the Arabic language would ensure
correct recitation as well as correct beliefs.

Allah talks about the bees in the Qur'an, the feminine verbs
were used to refer to the worker bees. Consistently Allah
referred to these bees as females. A non-Muslim woman
learning about Arabic and the Qur’an, found this particularly
interesting, because the knowledge about the worker bees
being female must have been only from Allah over 1400 years
ago. This, for her, points to the Divinity of the author of the
Qur’an. Her knowledge of the language of the Quran and the
linguistic accuracy of it is awe-inspiring.

5. DISCUSSION
5.1 The Impact of the Qur'an Due to the Arabic Language

The fact that the Qur'an impacts the hearts more in the original
Arabic language is known to the average Muslim and
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consequently, the heart receives the intended message of Allah.
It is for this reason that Allah says:

1) Osfies &l e Ui2g sl

Indeed, We have sent it down as an Arabic Quran that you
might understand™.

Understanding the Qur’an is a requirement because the Quran
was revealed for the purpose of guidance. Allah says:

() il 53 6 a8 6 oy Y s
This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for
those conscious of Allah2.
Allah also said:
{7 Osfies &3] G U108 s U] 1) ol D5 0) o

Ha Meem. By the clear Book, indeed, We have made it an
Arabic Qur’an that you might understand?.

Imam Shafi'm stated: Allah established His evidence in His Book
which we read and then He affirms that we benefit from it*.

sl s e ) palad AR (5L i 5 83all 15358 Y ) il Gl i g

O you who have believed, do not approach prayer while you are
intoxicated until you know what you are saying...>

1Q12:2 https://tanzil.net/#12:12
2Q2:2 https://tanzil.net/#2:2
3Q12:1-3 https://tanzil.net/#12:1
4 Khadduri, Ar-Risalah

5 Q4:43 https://tanzil.net/#4:43
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This expresses the importance of mindfulness in Prayer,
through contemplation of the words of the Qur'an.

Lo Cak s 3l A0S e 130 | alu g agde A a2 J6 Culls Alile (e
"L gl G LAk AR el by e 1Y) % Y 438 250

It was narrated that ‘Aishah - may Allah be pleased with her -
said: the Prophet (%) said:

If anyone of you becomes drowsy, let him sleep until he feels
refreshed, for he does not know, if he prays when he feels drowsy,
he may want to say words seeking forgiveness but (instead) he ends
up cursing himself.6

Sarat an-Najm is the first Strah revealed with a place of Sajdah
(prostration): Ibn Kathir recorded that when Sarat an-Najm was
revealed, the Prophet () prostrated, those with him prostrated
along with him, this was in Makkah. The only man who did not
prostrate was Umayyah b. Khalaf, who took a handful of sand
and prostrated on it. Umayyah was later killed as a disbeliever.”
This is an example of the impact the Qur'an has on the human
mind that leads to submission whether consciously or
unconsciously. The disbelievers prostrated along with the
Messenger of Allah (), as they understood the message
because they were Arabs and hence, an instant response to the
message of Allah.

Similarly, the story of a young man in Saudi Arabia, Shaykh
Mansur Al-Salami, who reformed after attending a religious

6Graded as Sahth; Sunan Ibn Majah 1370.
TTafsir Ibn Kathir, Vol.9, p305.
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lecture that impacted him due to the verse that was recited. The
presenter read the Verse,

Y £y atl Aalal 2585080 5 Rl Aea A1 B 5 R0 02 (el (ag

And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he
will have a depressed life, and We will gather him on the Day of
Resurrection blind."®

Shaykh Mansur welled up in tears and said that he now
understands why seeking happiness in friends, family and sports
does not last. The remembrance of Allah is the most important.
This instant realization was due to an understanding of the
language of the Qur’an, which made it possible for him to have
a firsthand reception of the words of Allah. Thus, Aqidah was
reinforced in the young man’s mind.’

A0 Y485 2l Gloae I a5l 158 alug ade A L o0 5 B (e
DAL ) e AL Vs Jl A 4

It was narrated from Hudhaifah - may Allah be pleased with him
- that: The Prophet (£) recited Sarat Al-Bagarah, Al 'Imran and
An-Nisd' in one rak'ah, and he did not reach any verse that
spoke of mercy but he asked Allah for it, nor any verse that
spoke of punishment but he asked Allah for protection
therefrom.1°

This kind of interaction with the Qur'an is only possible when
the reciter and (or) listener understands the Arabic language.

8Q20:124 https://tanzil.net/#20:124

*YouTube; The Story of Shaykh Mansour Al-Salami
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zMUUv1GWi4&t=107s
10 Sunan an-Nasa't 1009.
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Therefore, for one’s belief and worship to be correct, the
knowledge of the Arabic language is a requirement to the
degree of one’s ability and access to it. This is because Allah
does not burden a soul beyond what it can bear. Ibn Abbas -
may Allah be pleased with them both - said: After thirteen years
of revealing the Qur'an Allah admonished the believers to feel
awe when reading or listening to the Qur’an, concerning the
versell;

& R sl ks o gl o A

Has the time not come for those who have believed that their
hearts should become humbly submissive at the remembrance
of Allah...?12

5.2 The Impact of Sunnah Due to Arabic Language
And thus, We have revealed it as an Arabic legislation.

The Sunnah and the whole of the legislation of the Sharrah
came in the Arabic language.

5357 (5 (a5 £L o D Bl R (il 4038 O V) 5L 0 W

() sl 3

And We did not send any messenger except [speaking] in the
language of his people to state clearly for them, and Allah sends
astray [thereby] whom He wills and guides whom He wills. And
He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.

11Shaykh Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, How to Approach the Quran.
12QQ57:16 https://tanzil.net/#57:16
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e 4 ) S8 U agile 4158 () AA) (ane V1 (s e 8T 515

And even if We had revealed it to one among the foreigners.
And he had recited it to them [perfectly], they would [still] not
have been believers in it.

The Prophet (¥) was an Arab who spoke Arabic like the people
of his time. However, the Prophet () was the most eloquent
among his people. Allah chose to reveal His book to the man
with the best character and eloquence that was required of him.
Hence, it was common to find the Prophet (%) speak, and the
Companions would have to seek the Prophet’s explanation for
what he had said. For example:

Oslay el IS 1B Al g adde ) la d) Jsu )y of die ) pan 5508 ol 0o
Gay cind) Jas gelhl g "B Jsmy b ol s B "l e W) A
"45’1‘\‘556—'1“"9

Abu Hurayrah - may Allah be pleased with him - reported that
the Messenger of Allah (£) said, "Every one of my Ummah will
enter Jannah except those who refuse". He was asked: "Who
will refuse?" He (¥) said, "Whoever obeys me, shall enter
Jannah, and whosoever disobeys me, refuses to (enter Jannah)”.

The Messenger of Allah describes (¥) the one who disobeys him
as someone who dislikes entering Paradise and practically
refuses to enter it rather than calling his banishment from
Paradise a consequence of his sins. Some Ahadith were such
that their meanings are not only metaphorical, but they hold
deep meanings and yet, are easily understood.
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5.3 The Impact of Classical Works Due to the Arabic
Language

Most classical works of Islamic literature are in Arabic
Language. Since the Quran and Sunnah are Arabic, the Islamic
civilization expanded in the language of Arabic and the
traditions of its people. For this reason, Arabic became a binding
language that brought the Muslim nations together; by it, they
could comprehend one another and become one nation of
Muslims with similar lifestyles under the same religious
guidance and culture.

6. FINDINGS

This research has found that a Muslim must understand the
Arabic language sufficiently enough to aid the understanding of
Aqidah (faith and Tawhid) and thus, performance of acts of
worship. Indeed, the servant must realize the obligation of
knowing his Lord, because knowing his Lord and worshipping
Him is obligatory (W3jib). Whatever is required to achieve an
obligation becomes obligatory. Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah
said:

Just as the eye is unable to see except by the illumination of the
light ahead of it. Similarly, the intellect is not guided except by
the illumination of the Message (revelation).

Therefore, the importance of the Arabic language which
remains the vessel that carries the message of Islam cannot be
ignored. Prayer is the most important pillar after the Shahadah
itself. Concentration and pondering in prayer determine the
quality of the prayer along with the various movements as
taught by the Messenger of Allah (%), which is only achievable
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when the person praying understands what he utters. The
research has also found that there is a great difference in the
benefits a believer derives from reading the Book of Allah and
the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (2) when the believer
understands Arabic compared to the one who does not. The
Arabic language equips the believer with the tools for learning
greatly from the classical sources and therefore, he gets a first-
hand reception of the message of Allah and benefits from the
efforts of the classical scholars. However, this obligation does
not necessitate the obligation to converse in Arabic unless his
responsibilities require that.

7. CONCLUSION

The Arabic language is a language that unites Muslims across
the globe because it is the language of the message of Allah to
His servants. According to the scholars of Islam, the Arabic
language is a leading condition from the conditions of learning
religious knowledge. This is because it is said that language is
the vessel of knowledge. Hence, Arabic is the vessel that carries
the knowledge of Shari'ah. The Qur’an itself indicates that it is
Arabic. The Prophet (¥) was an Arab and the most eloquent of
his people. The growth and development of the Islamic
civilization was also Arabic. Therefore, learning Arabic is an
important matter in religion. Time factor is the major limitation
of this research as the research topic is wide enough to warrant
a more comprehensive work. However, the verses, Ahadith and
life experiences discussed are sufficiently inclusive.
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